[image: A close up of a sign

Description automatically generated]

NRPDTP Personal Statement Proforma

	Applicant Name
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Please answer all the following questions. 
The maximum word length gives an indication of the length of answer expected.

	1.Briefly outline your reasons for wanting to do a PhD with the Norwich Research Park Biosciences DTP? (maximum 100 words)
Hint: You should tell us about your motivations for pursuing a PhD and what specifically attracted you to this doctoral training programme.
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	2. Please give up to three examples of when you have demonstrated a commitment to progressing your aspirations to pursue scientific research (maximum 450 words) 
Hint: We’re interested in any ways you have gone out of your way to get to the point you are at now, which demonstrates work ethic, adaptability, resilience and perseverance to achieve your goals. This could include, but is not limited to, working to fund your studies; contributing to a research culture or outreach project at your school/university/place of work; co-authoring a publication; communicating science to others, contributing to equality, diversity and inclusivity work; applying for grant funding; pursuing research-based internships or field projects e.g. a summer placement; or taking on relevant jobs such as technical/research assistant roles etc., We also want to hear about any obstacles you may have had to overcome to complete your studies.

     





	3. Tell us about a recent piece of science that excited you and what did it teach you about doing scientific research?  (maximum 450 words)
Hint: This could be a project that you were involved, a project you’ve read about or a topic / theme you have learnt about during your degree which you have subsequently independently investigated the literature further about it.  We’re interested in why you think the project was important and, if you had the opportunity to repeat it, what new ideas could you introduce to improve it and why.

     






	4. Finally, is there anything else you would like to tell us that can help to frame your application?  (maximum 450 words)
Hint: All students experience different challenges throughout their careers, leading to different opportunities and outcomes, such as belonging to a marginalised group (racial, LGBTQ+, disability, gender, or beyond), having caring responsibilities, financial disadvantages, being the first in your family to attend university, suffering significant illness or bereavement, or anything else.  We believe that potential is not always accurately reflected in grades and so we invite you to frame your application in a context that best reflects you. 

Details given here will be useful in providing context for your application and so will be shared only with the project supervisors reviewing your application and, if you are shortlisted for a formal interview, the NRPDTP Interview Panel.  Please be assured that the information you provide here will not affect your application.  You will not be asked to expand on this information, but you will be welcome to discuss it further if you choose to.
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